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THE EXONERATED
From left: Avondina Wills, Deena Welch, D. Scott McQuiston,
David Bryant, Garland Thompson Jr., and Richard Boynton

Magic Circle Theatre
photo by Bucky Jackson

MCTA MEMBERSHIP

Membership in the MCTA is on an annual basis - January 1 - December 31. In each issue
of the Back Stage a membership form will be placed which may be used for renewing
membership or becoming a new member. Membership benefits include the monthly
newsletter, Back Stage, a 2-fer membership card and an invitation to special MCTA social
gatherings. Producing Members, in addition to receiving the newsletter and membership card,
have all their production information placed in the Back Stage and on the MCTA website.
Affiliates receive the newsletter and membership card and have information about their
organization included in the Back Stage and on the website. If you are already a member,
you are welcome to show this newsletter to a friend and invite him or her to join.

The next meeting of the MCTA Board of Directors is scheduled for
Monday, March 21, 2011 at 5:30 pm at the Golden Bough, Carmel.

Board meetings are open to membership. All are encouraged to
attend.
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The MCTA will be offering the option of receiving
the Back Stage online as a pdf file. Please email us at
info@mctaweb.org if you would like your newsletter
emailed to you. We have posted the newsletter
including color photos on the website (mctaweb.org)
for you to see the advantage of an electronic
newsletter.

FEATURES

THE PRESIDENT'S CALL BOARD
by Ken Cusson, MCTA Board President
“The theater is so endlessly fascinating because it's so
accidental. It's so much like life.”
- Arthur Miller, Playwright (1915 —-2005)

“You can throw away the privilege of acting, but that
would be such a shame. The tribe has elected you to tell
its story. You are the shaman/healer, that's what the
storyteller is, and | think it's important for actors to
appreciate that. Too often actors think it's all about them,
when in reality it's all about the audience being able to
recognize themselves in you.”

- Ben Kingsley, Actor

Life — in all its
surprising twists
& turns — is what
we recently saw
in the first (we
hope to be
Annual) Original

Works  Festival,

: presented by

Tonya M. Sedgwick and Tonya M.
MCTA Scholarship Chair Teresa Sedgwick’s
Del Piero Fearless Minds

Theatrical Co. at
the lovely Hidden Valley Music Seminars complex
(Carmel Valley). The proceeds benefited MCTA’S
Theater Student Scholarship program with some much-
needed dollars and the community with some
wonderful readings of ORIGINAL one-acts &
monologues. It was presented on a Friday night and
Saturday afternoon to audiences, though small in size,
who were nonetheless very appreciative of being able to
experience some outstanding theater with some of the
finest actors in our community. To add to the excitement,
it was a competition, of sorts, with the winning author —
chosen by the combined votes of the two audiences —
receiving a $250 prize. You’ll have to wait until the end
of my column to hear who the winner was, but here is a
synopsis of what was presented:

“Prom Night”
Written by Philip Pearce
An amusing story, set @ 1948, about a 17-yr-old boy
(Dale Thompson) forced to take the public bus to his high
school prom. Once at the prom, he shyly searches for
someone (anyone) to spend time with. He meets one of his
high school teachers, shares a little (too much) snuck-in
“old Crow,” quickly leaves his shyness behind and lets
everyone know what he thinks.

“Russian Dressing: A Monolog”
Written by Beatrice Siegel
A telling tale of an immigrant Russian dress-maker
(\Valerie Hunken, with a charming Russian accent) forced
to work for a not-so-kind dress shop owner in America.
She tells a tale of sadness, but with hope. She tries a bit
too hard to make the sale, loses it (and possibly her job)
but holds fast to her hope for the future.

“Sleeping With God”
Written by Ethelyne Hughes
A dialog between two women, Linnie (Carol Daly) and
Pat (Lyn Whiting), discussing Linnie’s philosophy of why
she “slept” with a 90-year-old priest (??), giving her
answer to “Who do you think God is, and why is He who
you say He is?”
“Scarred By Love”
Written by Fabian Martin

Joe (Dale Thompson) has just been dumped by his girl
friend. He meets a homeless dude (Keith Decker) who
forces him to think beyond his own difficulties. Then
comes Melissa (Renee Infelise) who has also been
dumped by her boy friend. She meets her guardian angel
(Keith Decker) who helps her regain some confidence in
herself and suggests she meet Joe, who subsequently
meets his just-passed-away father (again Keith Decker — a
incredibly versatile actor!) who encourages him to talk to
Melissa. They meet and ... well, it was a match made in
heaven! Fascinating thought: “Life is like a TV without a
remote. If you don’t like what you see, get up off your ass
and change the channel!”

The next two presentations were not a part of the
competition, but were just fascinating as the rest:

“The Love Affair of Miss Jane Hook”
Written by Lee Brady
A fascinating, whirlwind presentation of the life of a love-
affair between an aspiring actress (Lyn Whiting) and a
snobbish Speech professor (Lyn Whiting). A wonderful
one-woman presentation by a gifted and talented actress!

“Secrets”
Written by Tonya M. Sedgwick
What happens to relationships when personal secrets are
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revealed? That is the question this beautiful one-adthe March Back Stage will be the last issue our 2010
attempts to answer — and does so in a fascinating, twisthembers will receive without renewing membership

and-turn manner! Aron (Dale Thompson) is upset becauser

This applies

to all categories of

his friend Kelsey (Renee Infelise) won't spend time withmembership - Individual, Affiliate, Producing, Full-

him. Kelsey confides in Aron that she has just been kissatine students and Stage Society MembersWe have

by her friend, but Kyle is too busy confiding in his attached reminder stickers on March newsletters for all
mother, Celeste (Carol Daly), who is trying to understanchembers who have not yet renewel. you have any
how “the musica universalis” is affecting her son and higjuestions or want to check on your membership status
friend. When Kelsey reveals to Celeste that she enjoygidease email info@mctaweb/org or phone (831) 372-

the kiss by her friend — who is a girl — one is not0895.

disappointed by the delicious drama, both serious &

humorous, that takes the stage. A fascinating interchan@ne of the goals of the MCTA has been to increase

between Aron & Celeste:

Aron: Nobody understands me.
Celeste: Nobody can — that's the beauty of being you.

Indeed! Thank
you, Tonya for
this  wonderful
One-Act and for
the vision to
bring these
wonderful
playwrights and
actors together
to present these
fascinating

awareness of the amazing varieties of theatre experiences
available in Monterey County - to make visitors and
organizations planning conferences aware that a night at
live theatre would enhance their visit here. To that end
last year theVICTA became members of the Monterey
County Convention and Visitors Bureau (MCCVB).

The MCCVB maintains a website called See Monterey
that is visited by thousands each d&ye have recently
made arrangements for our Producing Members to
post detailed information on each day's performance
including a link to their website on the See Monterey
Calendar (http://www.seemonterey.com/calendar.
We're excited about the potential this provides to our
Producing Members to increase attendance at their
productions by visitors to the area. Thanks to MCCVB

vignettes of life, love and the pursuit thereof! for providing this opportunity.

The winner? The prize went to Ethelyne Hughes for Good news the MCCVB is now offering a mobile
her “Sleeping With God.” The runner-up was Fabian application as a free download for Android, iPhone, iPad
Martin’'s  “Scarred By Love.” Our opinion? and iPod Touch devicesThrough this you can link

EVERYONE was a BIG winner!

directly to the MCTA website.

The ap is called

"Explore Monterey," and it works great.

See you on the boards!

PRESS BOX
Ken CussonPresident taken from press releases, theatre websites and other
MONTEREY COUNTY THEATRE ALLIANCE sources
Got Comments?? (831) 320-7808 — magicken@att.net FUNNY GIRL, The
Concert - MPC
SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER FOR SCHOLARSHIP Theatre Co.

FUND!
Special thanks to MCTA Board member, Tonya
Sedgwick, Artistic Director of Fearless Minds Theatrical
for her generous donation to MCTA's Scholarship Fund.
The audience for the Original Works Festival on Feb
12 and 13 gave a total of $604.80 in box office and
concession receiptsThank you to all who attended and
participatedWe are ready to receive applications for
this year's scholarship. Information is available on
mctaweb.org.Deadline for applications is April 15!

Gracie Moore Poletti
and Peter Tuff
photo by Henry Guevara

Our season opens
with a lively concert
version of FUNNY
GIRL, the 1964
Broadway hit about
comedienne and
Ziegfeld Follies star
Fanny Brice. Set in
and around New
York City just prior
to and following

MCTA MEMBERSHIP REPORT World War 1 and chock full of memorable songs like

Terry Blum, MCTA Board Vice President/Back Stage
Editor

continued on page 7



